LW Awards	Content and Assessment	Level 1
Level One
Level One assesses basic Braille music competence and provides encouragement to continue learning. The inclusion (or exclusion) of signs at this level is guided by pedagogical principles. Therefore, signs which constitute higher levels of musical understanding are omitted. 
Level One encompasses:	
· All pitch names as semibreves, minims, crotchets, quavers
· Time signatures: 2/4, 4/4, 3/4, 3/8
· Rhythm: rhythmic durations that need to be understood are semibreves, minims, crotchets, quavers, and semiquavers. Dotted notes are only inlcuded where they represent a full bar in 3/4 and 3/8. 
· Accidentals: Sharp and flat
· Key signatures of up to one sharp or flat 
· Octave marks 3rd, 4th, 5th 
· Format: single line, including bar-lines, and double bar-line


Assessment:
Level One assesses the ability to use Braille music in a practical context through touch-reading and memorisation skills.
1. Touch reading:
Candidates will demonstrate a working knowledge of Braille music by reading and performing three short passages of music “in the moment”. The passages of Braille will contain rhythmic or melodic content, but not a combination of both. A few moments to assimilate the musical information prior to performing each excerpt will be provided, though this will not be long enough to learn and memorise the material. 
· Rhythm: two rhythmic passages of four to eight bars in length. One will be presented in duple metre and one in triple.
· Tonal: one melodic passage of four to eight bars in length. The passage will be presented without rhythm (e.g. all crotchets) and will incorporate some octave marks. Candidates can perform the passage on an instrument or sing it to ‘la’ or another suitable syllable.
2. Memorisation: 
Candidates will demonstrate the ability to read, comprehend, memorise, and perform a short excerpt of Braille music. Candidates will be allowed a reasonable period of time to read, comprehend and memorise the passage prior to performing it (approximately 5 minutes). Candidates can perform the passage on an instrument or sing it to ‘la’ or another suitable syllable. If a candidate chooses to sing the passage, the starting note can be provided. The passage will be: 
· Four bars in length
· Incorporate both rhythmic and melodic elements
· Presented in single melodic line format 
Level One assessment will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.

