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Level 3
Level Three incorporates a wide range of skills reflected in a person’s ability to read, write, comprehend, perform, and describe music from a Braille score. Candidates will demonstrate the ability to use Braille in a functional, musical way with the inclusion of music dictation and verbal description in the assessment. Level Three includes all previous signs plus the additions listed below: 
· Time signatures: all regular time signatures plus some common irregular ones: e.g. 5/4 7/8
· Rhythm: add triplets and upbeats (anacrusis) 
· Triplet sign
· Key Signatures: up to four sharps or flats 
· Intervals: all intervals
· Articulation: accent, tenuto, long and short grace note (appoggiatura and acciaccatura), pause sign (above or below a note)
· Phrasing: open and close phrase marks (used in instrumental music) 
· Vocal: word repeat signs, syllabic slur, open and close slur signs 
· Braille Repeats: light double-bar, first and second endings
· Basic print music knowledge: an understanding that staves are used with treble and bass clefs, that notes sit on lines and in spaces, that middle C is 4th octave C
· Braille formats: knowledge/understanding of single line, vocal, and piano format (including right and left hand signs).


Assessment:
Candidates will demonstrate the ability to use Braille in a functional, musical way with the inclusion of music dictation and verbal description in the assessment. Four assessment tasks are included at Level Three. Touch-reading and memorisation are retained, however, Braille writing is replaced with rhythmic and melodic dictation. In addition, the ability to accurately describe information contained in a Braille score is introduced. This is an important feature for candidates working toward music theory exams. 
1. Touch-reading: 
Candidates will demonstrate a working knowledge of Braille music by reading and performing three extended passages of music “in the moment”.  A few moments to assimilate the musical information prior to performing each excerpt will be provided, though this will not be long enough to learn and memorise the material.
· Rhythm: two rhythmic passages of extended length requiring the ability to comprehend and recognize a rhythmic pattern when repeated. 
· Tonal: one melodic passage, eight bars in length, which incorporates rhythmic features and octave marks. Candidates can perform the passage on an instrument or sing it to ‘la’ or another suitable syllable. 
2. Memorisation: 
Candidates will demonstrate the ability to read, comprehend, memorise, and perform a short excerpt of Braille music. Candidates will be allowed a reasonable period of time to read, comprehend and memorise the passage prior to performing it (approximately 10 minutes). Candidates can perform the passage on an instrument or sing it to ‘la’ or another suitable syllable. If a candidate chooses to sing the passage, the starting note can be provided. The passage will be:
· Suited to the candidate’s preferred instrument or vocal range 
· Approximately six to eight bars in length
· Incorporate both rhythmic and melodic elements
· Presented in single melodic line format
· Will include some performance nuances and dynamic markings
3. Dictation: 
Candidates will demonstrate the ability to comprehend and notate simple passages of music via dictation. An assessor will perform two short passages containing rhythmic or melodic content and the candidate will Braille it using six-key entry on a device of their choice. 
· The rhythm passage will be four bars in length and can be Brailled on any note the candidate chooses (e.g. all Brailled on C)
· The melodic passage will be four bars in length and will be performed on a given rhythm pattern 
· Both passages will be performed as follows: 
1. Whole piece
2. Bars 1 and 2
3. Repeat bars 1 and 2
4. Bars 3 and 4
5. Repeat bars 3 and 4
6. Whole piece 
4. Verbal description: 
Candidates will demonstrate the ability to read and verbalise an excerpt of Braille music. Candidates will be provided with an eight bar excerpt of single line Braille music (which will include intervals). The candidate is expected to name all signs in the order they are encountered as if they are proof-reading the material.  During this process the assessor may ask questions about the melodic direction of notes, for example, “do we go up or down to F?”, clarification regarding understanding of intervals, for example, “what is the other note contained in the interval?”, and basic print notation equivalents, for example, “would this passage be written on a staff with a treble clef or bass clef?” Questions will only be asked that relate to information contained within Level Three requirements. 
In addition, a second sample of music will be presented to the candidate and they will be asked to identify if the sample is formatted for piano, vocal, or single line instrument.    
Level Three assessment will take approximately 45 minutes to complete.
