LW Awards	Content and Assessment	Level 4
Level Four
Level Four acknowledges the practical application of Braille music skills required for advanced performance and senior music exams (late high-school and/or university studies). Level Four places a strong focus on well-developed assimilation and memorization skills along with a broad understanding of performance nuances and alternative formats.  Candidates are expected to identify and understand common instrument specific signs in addition to those of their primary instrument. Level Four includes all previous signs and the additions listed below: 
· Instrument specific signs: Piano: fingering, pedal marks, Organ: pedal, Strings: up and down bow, Wind: full breath mark
· Doubling of signs
· In-accord and part-bar in-accord signs
· Common ornaments: trill, upper and lower mordents, turn (basic turn above or below a note), arpeggio (across one staff)
· Chord symbols: major, minor, numbered chords e.g. 7th,  diminished and half diminished  
· Clef signs: treble, alto, tenor, bass 
· Coda and Segno sign
· Increased knowledge of basic print format/symbols: to be able to describe which line or space a note sits on and the function of beaming in print music 
· Formats: SATB and ensemble formats in Braille


Assessment 
Level Four assessment extends memorization skills to include structural cues within longer passages of music, retains the verbal description element established in Level Three, and introduces a brief demonstration task. 
1. Memorisation 
Candidates will demonstrate the ability to read, assimilate, memorise and perform a longer passage of Braille music than previously required. The passage may include structural cues such as light double bar signs, repeated phrases, use of form (e.g. ternary form) and repeat marks to support the memorisation process.  The focus of the assessment remains on a candidate’s ability to assimilate and apply musical information from a Braille score rather than their performance standard. Candidates will be allowed up to 30 minutes to prepare the passage prior to presenting it. The passage will be:
· Suited to the candidate’s preferred instrument or vocal range 
· Approximately 16 - 24 bars in length 
· Include repeated material and structural cues to aid memorization
NB. The candidate will be permitted to keep the score with them and refer to it if necessary. However, it is not to be used for extensive touch reading during their performance. This assessment provides an opportunity for candidates to demonstrate advanced memorisation strategies. The ability to perform without referring to the score will strengthen their presentation. 
2. Demonstration: 
Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of common instrument signs and performance nuances contained within a short excerpt of music. The assessor will direct candidates to specific signs (e.g. bar 3 beat 2) for demonstration. Perfect performance is not demanded, but rather the ability to name the sign accompanied by an attempt to demonstrate physically, instrumentally, or vocally what the sign means and how it would be performed. For example, a candidate might name and then physically demonstrate how an up-bow or breath mark would be applied, or might sing or play an ornament as directed. 

3. Verbal Description:
Candidates will demonstrate the ability to read and verbalise a hard-copy sample of SATB or ensemble music. Candidates are expected to name all signs in the order they are encountered as if they are proof-reading the material.  During this process the assessor may ask questions related to theory concepts. For example they may ask about structural cues; what does this sign mean? Where do you go to in the music from this point? The questions will not be designed to ‘trick’ the candidate but rather to provide an opportunity to convey that they understand the musical concept contained within the score.
