LW Awards	Content and Assessment	Level 5
Level Five
Level Five is the ultimate Braille music award. The holder of a Level Five award demonstrates a working knowledge and understanding of all the signs and formats contained in previous levels as well as strong communication skills. The breadth and depth of Braille music understanding demonstrated at Level Five, suggests the holder has the skills necessary to pursue career opportunities which rely (in part) on Braille music. Level Five includes: 
· A range of music formats: single line, vocal, piano, SATB, ensemble
· Clear understanding of the order of signs
· The ability to navigate through a large score to identify specific musical features. 
· Good communication skills suitable for copy holding, proof reading, and/or teaching
· Information referencing: knowing where or how to access information for unusual signs or formats.
· Ability to function in a range of communication settings e.g. in person or via technology
Assessment 
Level Five assessment contains two tasks designed to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of Braille music and the ability to communicate effectively. Verbal description is retained and a study and proof task is introduced. Each task will contain a score in a different format (e.g. SATB, ensemble, piano, vocal) and each score will include some unusual signs. Candidates will need to determine the meaning of any unusual signs (if not already known) and convey this accurately to the assessor. A referencing tool is permitted in the study and proof section. 
1. Verbal Description
Candidates will demonstrate ability to navigate through a hard-copy Braille score and verbally describe sections of it. Candidates may be directed to one specific section of the score, using and describing structural cues as they navigate through the score. Candidates are expected to name all signs in the order they are encountered as if they are proof-reading the material.  During this process, the assessor may ask questions related to theory concepts and unusual signs. Candidates are not expected to know all possible Braille music signs, but rather, to make a musically informed suggestion as to what a sign might represent and to communicate where and how they might ascertain its meaning. Of most significance is a candidate’s ability to communicate clearly. 
2. Study and Proof
Candidates will demonstrate their ability to study a Braille score independently and communicate their knowledge of the score thereafter. This assessment will be in a discussion format. A hard-copy score will be provided and will contain five errors. Candidates must identify a minimum of four errors and convey these accurately so they can be corrected. For example, they may choose to mark on the Braille score and describe where or how to locate the error either verbally or in written form. Candidates will be allowed up to 30 minutes to study the score and make notes. 

Previous knowledge of the piece will not be required in order to identify the errors contained within it. Deliberate errors will be clearly incorrect or will be such that they create ambiguity or raise a question in the candidates mind. For example, missing octave marks at the start of a bar or line, or following a word sign letter or expression, tie sign between notes of different pitch, obvious rhythmic errors.
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